THE CRIMEAN  WAR

bringing about our assistance at it. According to my yes-
terday's instructions we are ready all at once to enter,
with mure or fewer reservations, upon an attitude which
will pledge us and the /?//;/</ to the support of the pre-
liminaries. When they have once obtained that, after
even the Western Powers and Austria have so far sub-
scribed only to ft fny'f/ of preliminaries, why should they
trouble themselves any more about us at the conference?
They would much rather utilise our adhesion and that of
the middle states in our absence, as., they require and
please, in the consciousness that they need only demand
and we surrender, We are too good for this world! It
does not become rue to criticise the decision of his Maj-
esty and of my chief after it is made; but criticism grows
in me without arty assistance on my part. During the first
twenty-four hours after the reception of that flourish I suf-
fered severe correct iAn from a continuous attack of bilious
sickness, and a slight fever does not quit me for a mo-
ment. 1 can recollect an analogous condition of body and
mind only during the events of the spring of 1848, and
the more I explain the situation to myself the less can I
discover anything whereon my Prussian sense of honour
can erect itself, A week ago everything seemed to me
riveted and nailed; and I myself asked Manteuffel to let
Austria choose between two proposals, either of which
would be agreeable to us, but I never let myself dream that
Count liuol would reject both, and that he would prescribe
for us the answer we were to give to his own proposal I
had hoped that, whatever our answer might ultimately prove
to be, we should not let ourselves be captured before our
presence at the conference was assured. Hut how does our

position now stand ?
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